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MEMORIAL

This ground was hallowed by the mingled blood of fifteen
hundred innocent Sikhs, Mussalmans and Hindus who were mar-
tyred by British bullets on 13th April, 1919. The ground was ac-
quired from the owners by public subscriptions.

From a microfilm: S.N. 15369

2.   QUESTIONS ON EDUCATION-V*
Q,. 14. Ever since you made your entry into the public life
of this country, there has been a tendency to approach you and
get your views of a problem whenever a person or persons have
been in doubt and have failed to reach a clear-cut conclu-
sion. People are eager to know from you whether a certain
thing on a certain occasion is right or not. I am only describing
the situation as it really is. It shows that all your activity is
basically of a religious nature. Would it be right that, when you
are no more, these decisions be delivered by a body of persons
by a majority vote if necessary? If not, is it not necessary to
create what may prove to be a continuous line of knowledgeable
men, versed in the precepts of dharma ?
A. I do not deem it worthy that people should approach me
and ask me to pronounce judgment on disputable points. It is
true that all my activities, whatever their outward form, are funda-
mentally religious. But the fact that I am asked to pronounce
judgment on every disputed matter shows that people have either
not understood the principles which I follow in shaping my con-
duct, or they have doubts about them. And because I am known
as a Mahatma or respected as a good man, and our people are credu-
lous and not given to thinking for themselves, they continue to put
all forms of questions to me. This may gratify my sense of pride
or even help me up to a point in doing my work, but it does
not appear to me that it helps in any appreciable way either the
1 This was an enclosure to "Letter to Mulkaraj", 1-7-1928.
2 For the earlier questions and answers in this series, vide Vol. XXXVI,
pp. 360-2, 382-4, 421-3 and 454-8.
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